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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

This is in response to amendment received on 12/02/08. claims 1, 29, 30, 38 and 
46 have been amended. Claims 1-4, 6, 28-30, 35, 38-43, 45 and 46 are examined 
below. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1, 3, 6, 28-30 and 35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Dicker et al. (US 5,737,773). 

Dicker et al. teaches the following: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A pants garment, comprising: 
left and right leg members for covering the left and right thigh and leg areas of a wearer, 
each leg member independently comprising a first stretchable portion and a second 
stretchable portion (figures 4 and 5), 

wherein said second stretchable portions have a greater tightening force for applying 
greater pressure than said first stretchable portions (column 2, lines 1-37), and 
independently include a front second stretchable portion (figure 4, identifier 36) provided 
at a front side of each of the leg members (figure 4), said front second stretchable 
portion extending obliquely from an upper front portion to a lower front portion of each 
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leg member (figure 4, identifier 36), and a back second stretchable portion (figure 5, 
identifier 36) provided at a back side of each of the leg members (figure 5), said back 
second stretchable portion extending obliquely from an upper back portion to a lower 
back portion of each leg member (figure 5, identifier 36), 

wherein at least either one of the left leg member or the right leg member has the front 
second stretchable portion (figure 4, identifier 36) extending continuously along the front 
side from an outer waist portion, along a front outer hip portion (figure 4), to an inner 
lower knee .portion of the left or right leg member —and then to an outer port i on noar 
the-ankle portion, respectively (figure 4), and 

wherein the back second stretchable portion extends from an inner upper portion to an 
outer lower portion of each leg member (figure 5, identifier 36). 

3. (Previously Presented) A garment as defined in claim 1 , wherein at least either 
one of the left leg member or the right leg member has the front second stretchable 
portion and the back second stretchable portion inclined in the same direction (see 
figures 4 and 5). 

6. (Previously Presented) A garment as defined in claim 1 , wherein at least either 
one of the left leg member or the right leg member has the front second stretchable 
portion extending to a position corresponding to the left or right greater trochanter of a 
wearer, respectively (figure 4, identifier 36). 

28. (Previously Presented) A garment as defined in claim 1 , wherein the front 
second stretchable portion extends from the lower part of the inside of the 
corresponding thigh to the corresponding greater trochanter via the upper part of the 
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front surface of the corresponding thigh, and wherein said front second stretchable 
portion is curved in an indented shape toward the upper part of the corresponding thigh 
(figure 4, identifier 36). 

29. (Currently Amended) A garment with a crotch for covering at least part of the 
lower half of a body, comprising: 

a band-like pressure portion at least has (36), at a front side portion corresponding to 
the front side of a thigh, a thigh front side pressure portion formed obliquely from above 
to below the front side portion, and, at a rear side portion corresponding to the rear side 
of the thigh, a thigh rear side pressure portion formed obliquely from above to below the 
rear side portion (figures 4 and 5, identifier 36), 

wherein the thigh front side pressure portion extends continuously along the front side 
from an outer waist[[upper]] portion, along a front outer hip portion, to an inner ankle 
portion of the left or right thigh leg member, respectively, and 

wherein the thigh rear side pressure portion extends from an inner upper portion to an 
outer lower portion of each thigh leg member (figures 4 and 5, identifier 36). 

30. (Currently Amended) A garment with a crotch for covering at least part of a 
lower half of a body, comprising: 

a band-like pressure portion (36) at least has, at a front side portion corresponding to a 
front side of a cms (figure 4), a crus front side pressure portion formed obliquely from 
above to below the front side portion (figure 4, identifier 36) and, at a rear side portion 
(figure 5) corresponding to a rear side of the cms, a crus rear side pressure portion 
formed obliquely from above to below the rear side portion (figure 5, identifier 36) 
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wherein the garment extends from a waist portion, along a front outer hip portion, to an 
ankle portion (figures 4 and 5). 

35. (Previously Presented) A garment as defined in claim 1 , further comprising: 
left and right pelvic members attached to said leg members for covering the right and 
left pelvic areas of a wearer (figure 4). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claim 4 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would 
be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 

4. Claims 38-43, 45 and 46 are allowed. 

Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-4, 6, 28-30 and 35 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure and can be found cited in PTO-892 form submitted herewith. 

7. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See M PEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 



Application/Control Number: 10/823,994 Page 6 

Art Unit: 3765 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Alissa L. Hoey whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4985. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (8:00-5:30)Second Friday Off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gary Welch can be reached on (571) 272-4996. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Alissa L. Hoey/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3765 



